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JUST WRITE ABOUT PORSCHES,

WE
WE DRIVE AND LIVE WITH THEM, TOO

THE TEAM

964 C2 (PEPPERMINT PIG)

911 CARRERA 3.2 TARGA

CARRERA 3.0/944/911T

9245, 944, 996 CARRERA 2
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GOING UP IN THE WORLD

Project ggb GT 3 might look ultra-cocl, being also ultra-low, but
Antony Fraser has almost completely worn away the lower part of the car's
front apron. The solution for everyday driveability® A Cargraphic Airlift kit

ut of the
dirivenway and
onto thea rozd:
Skrreccch,
Found the corner, and
ower the speed bumps:
Krrrkkk krmrkkk krrrkkik,
Into the filling station:
Krurinirk. Tha pearils of
driving a GT3 are manificld,
bt by Far the miost
annoying is its abject lack
of ground clesrance. it's a
small crumb of comfort
that I'm not alone. When
was the last time you saw
a first-series GT3 with the
litte clip-cm chin spoiler
still in place? But the day
yourealise that it's
impassibla evan to leava
your osvn home withouk
sCraping ome more ting bit
off the front of your best
{evarli car is the day you
dacide that something
miust be dona,

A it burns oo, filling the
gulter infronl of your
Fuouse with concralbs is
Trommesd Lipon by Lhe
authoriliers, Ard harving an
encavalon prececs you
avErywhEre, soooping up
speedd bumps, lereds fo
impecks rapid progress oan
unaceaplabls degres,

Looks like itll hawve tobe
changes to thie can, then

Parsche, of coursa, now
affars a nose-lifting option
for rew GT cars, but what
abroat the earlier offerings?
O, indeed, tha non-GT
miodiels? Step forward tha
pood people at German
tumar Cargraphic, with their
Ajrlift kit It is, n essence, a
remarkably simple concepl
Ciperating onby on the fronk
wheels, it raises the car by
samim ak tha whaelarches,
which axtrapolates to
arcund wamm at thea veny
frantof the car - which
shiould be plerity,

5o, howedoas b doit?
Cluain the title, realby. Tha
systam uses Impressively
compact rubbier bellows
units, which slida over the
tops of the axisting struts,
but bemaath the camber
plates, and supared al the
puesh of a button toraise
the car by affectivaly
pueshimg Lhie anling stoot
drwimwarcs, Thie whels
syslam is ramarkably
LrirwEGive, recuiring, in the
e O ol Gar, reeohillings of
bk hiegds (Hhanks Lo
pEnEroes grormmels], wilh
the compressecd ar coming

996 GT3

Mow that's what you call an
intelligant wheeal-free lift.
At Parr, np messing about
with aily backs of waed to
g8t low-slung Porsche
chassis ovar bulky support
arms = and with Cangraphic
Airlift kit fitted Frasar will
evan be able to exit and
entar his awn drfveway
without fear
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Thiz &irlift iz & gerrnely useful
piece of kit, v reckon,
allowing an ultradow stance
comisined with real-ward
dnvesbidity. Mot to be confused
with thome crazy bow-rider
customecar creation:s.

Parr

e pam-uk.ook

Thanks again to UK Cargraphic
daalber, Parr, for manfully
overcoming the myrisd seized
fuctures and fitkings and
installing the Airlft kit

Miext up they will be corrving
ouk a full geometry check and
sy pans on ceerhoul

Lucky chaps..

Hardest part of installation
i= getting the old bits off -
ses also this issue's DIY
now-te stary. But Mark
Mightingale, heve pesing for
a static shat withouwt his
custamary ‘Eif & Safaty
goggles, is & datarminad
sart of chap. Airlift units
simply slot in betwean
strut top and inmar wing,
ratsing nose abaut Fomm at
the towch of a buttan
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from the car's oan tyra
niflation pump, which stays
nits storama position in the
front compartment. Short
of pulling up the floor, or
remving plastic panels,
thera's no wvisile evidence
of the system at all. In
terms of oparating the
system, a builtin switch is
awailable, but wa've opted
for @ key-fob remote,
ME3NINgG M Wiring
threaded srourd the cabin,
and o drilled dash

Wi went to Parr
Motorsport for fitting.
couldn't really be classed
2= DY work, unless youtra
vary competant and well
eqquippead. Ard rather ke
the saga of cur exhaust,
the difficulties alliain the
EsLe of working ona car
that's 11 years old,
Ewarything you touch s an
sheolute bugeer to undo,

A5 an aside, it's
nkeresting that the markst
for these cars isvery wary
of highar-mieage smmples
that have been regularky
tracked, buk provided
they'we bean properhy
looked after most of the
componants likely to give
trowuble will hawve been spart
saveral times, and thare's
every chance that the car
will B mvrather bt e
shape thanone that has
sal around B most ofils
exeslence, | can' balp bul
thirk that a lithle mome
Lok B ] soeme
|-:a-a|,||:_a' I,irlklanrlg sl
b done our car a power
of goxd, a5 we shall sue

Char rrwscbanic: Ton |,|'||_:~||:_r_,I

i= Mark - the sama
datermined soul who
battled so rasolutely undes
the car when we replaced
the exhaust. He starts with
the spring platforms. IF
they're free-running, the
Airift units can be fiddled
onwithin the confines of
thewheslarch, but if thay
won't budge, his expanence
inthese matters tells him
to giva inearty snd ramoye
the artira damper unit to
the comvenience of a
workhench, You're ahead of
mie, | just krow it

I'wecaudd b skanding with
mmy hiead in rmy hands at this
paint, but Mark's been hare
iy timeas before, and
Fi's straight in thera,
remimying the brake calipers
and pulling the struts cut.
Sounds smpla, eh 't But
evan with the pinch bolts
removed, the hub carmiers
miusk e wedped spart
bafore the rather corroded
loweer park of eachdamper
will finally pull through to
freadom

Orce thay'na on tha
banch, with the cambear
platesoff and the springs
out of the way, Mark sets
about the platforms with 2
cutting disc. There'sno
poinl strugeing, he seys; il
jush causas |ru1|-:r'-|l:,a'n.:||:1.|,'-
I—l,mil'u,'._l_'.'.,lruj:jhpd thia
little blighters, he chans
Lhe thresds ol scraps ol
alumirivim s cothesr debiris
That wedd irmpade thes
Fl‘ll,in,;:lh al the re g%
Hea's rmesde carai
rmEasUrerrienls balfore
n'-_|n'|'|l.-i|'||::lL 1w il e, e

the new fings go onowith an
allowance of onby sround
&mm for the Aidift units. it's
wiell within the avsilabla
range of adustment.
Springs, &rlifts and camber
plates seem to fly back on
in amatter of moments.
thenit's back to the car for
refitting. Again this is 2 very
quick process, bacause all
the hard work has been
done at the dismantiing
stama, Mark has previously
highlighited the positions of
the camber plates, so
they're millmetre-perfact
when they go back
togather,

With suspension
razssermbled, all that
remains is to connect tha
balkows unifs to the control
b, conmect that to the
tyre pump, and wire it all
up. The comtrol koo hides
on top of the fual-tank
housing, behind plastic
panels, and takes its power
from the ABS supply. This
cleverby givesit anidea of
road spieed, kwering tha
car sutcmatically above
Fomph. The poser supphy
for the pump comes via the
control ko, through &
1_|.;|i|r||:=I -:_'iﬁlr llal‘l'_r-_ll sockal,
wabich sl alloves ol | 4]
e it for ils criginal
pur s, shoadd el b
||r|||,.|r_:k:,' -;_:fuugh o ,;_{HI_ a
purE e

Wilh assermbly cormplats,
it's Lima to hokd our breatb
ared push the: bullon
Marvillous - perfoct
operation first tme. The
pamip rrkss A Bk ol a
|;|||;gi|'||;-JlL rimss, bt wilh The

SrEINe Mrming you
waouldr't really notice. The
lifting process bakes a few
secords, but thare's no
nesd tohold down the
button; a pressure switch
cuts the power at tha
appropnata moment. To
Iowvar the car, simply push
tie second button and
dion she posas,
accompanied by a light,
gassy sigh. Andit's as
simple as that!

frm keen to gat the car on
tihe road, sol Baka my leawa
from Farr, with rmuch
gratitude for another job
weell done, Im not expecting
ary noticaabls diffarence in
tia driving exparienca, as
theare's noinorease at all in
unsprung weight, and the
whole system weighs inat
alow-cal kg, Sure enough,
tia car drives idertically.
Liritil, that is, a few yards
from home, when  push the
Lip button The nose visibly
rises, and | swing into the
drive, to the sound of well,
silence

For the first time ever, |
cannow anee home with
axzcty the same amount
off car thall | bad when| &t
Bred | ..:lrl"l_l:lrggn o Ll ol
what a difference thal
rreakes Lo Lhe ovarall
aperiarneaofl 5Ty
owmiarship, Tha :_i!ll:jh-"'l'rl:_i by
ria rmssans cheap, at 28gs
e phus VAT ared Bhen
fitlimg, il necessary, bl
wilb rres ] urban resacds
rlrgz_;ll;-lrlmi toaltack yOLE
charished Porscha, it's the
parfsct way Lo come oul
o Lo, A :,;lrlilrlt'., =
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