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his yaas we Tinally got our go-faslar Caymean
< from thee TacLory, st as this pensration of
M Cayrman s coming to the end of its life,
Parsche unveded the Cayrman B, ard like
saamingly averythifg associated wilth this
coupe il was condrovarsial.

Just why should that B with this car ¥ Everything.
fromt ks stling, Lo its markel posilionigs iLs
performancs and ils pricing, Lhe Cayman has alaays ™
Bararabed heated opinion and deate, With the R il
was whither a sacred badge from Porsche's distant.
sl was really appropriabs for a cae with only a
miadest powsr hike and a mipcr waight lnss, Eithar way,
i chue course ws Ffourdd oul thal B B was a good deal
more thamn the sum of ks parks, and cne of the most

Y
g

“cars onsala boday, ;
" Sl thers i @ greal deal e Y l:-r.rr':l:i:rti:rﬂml:ar.t

- 3.7 RS and the Parr Motorsport Cayman Turb,

rewarding cars in the Porsche ran,ga, Iat iﬂ:l‘_lEl sports -

e
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Cayman go-faster, soweve assambled a gr{:u.lp here ko
show some of Lhe possibilities of what canbedone. e
Tweraof thess caes we'va faaturad bafora, tha m:::g@ i

=

wia'vie ackdecd il Lhe mik & May 3.8 Carrera 5 engined
Cayrmari andd & Gan 1 Gayrman 5 with o host of scdon
rocadifications. We naarly rmnai.gadtp gala
supercharged car along Tor the day, InWwhithgases we'd
have had one of every kind of performanda enbanser
possible: engine enlargsment, Lurbochargar, angine :
swap and superchangen! Mevertheless, (Revaraty on

ofTer is imtriguing all the same 1
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Back in back Mean snd
mmaedy Autafarm madded
Cayman uses 8 by capacity
.7-ltre flat six. Body
faatwras lats of carhon
fibre pamels, Lightwaight
whaels ara from Rays
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AUTOFARM CAYMAN 3.7 ‘RS’

First up is Autofarm’s Cayman 3.7 ‘RS, a car we first
revienwed back in March 2oog. Ak the tima it wes
cartainly the first seriously modified Cayman I'd driven,
and | still remember the excitement | felt before the
drive, wonderimg what the mid-engined coupe would
feel like with @ good dose more power and less weight
ta haul around.

Tha haart of the Autofarm cae is one of their
Silslaave Mofi/ Mgy engina comersions, taking the
opportunity at the same time to incresse the bore size
ta 1p0mim, and Fence the rise in overall capacity from
5.4 to p.7-itres, The Silslesve route involves replacing
tha standard liners with Mikasi coated ones, soin
theary onie of tha major weaknessas of this engine has
been removed,

In addition, this ergine benefits from Schrick
camshafts, new headers and 200 cell primary cats for
the exhaust sysbemn, plus Millkek secondary cats and
back box. There's slso a lighter flywheel, stronger
clutch, carbon fibre airbox and an BCU remap, as you'd
expect, with the result being 3676hp and zgslb ft of
torque = useful gains, particularly when youw consider
that this car probably weighs somewhenz in the region
of 1.300kE.

Tha waight Loss over standard - approx some sokg
is dua to a carbon fibre bonnet and rear hatch, plus a
Lexan resr window. Inside there's 3 pair of Becaro
bucket seats and additional information on what the
car is doing cowtesy of & readout down at the base of
the centre console and an extra dial pack attached to
tha & pillar.

Tha suspansion features HER lowering springs that
drog it s5mm nearer the grownd, and some anti-roll
bars from the same concern, buk the PASM Porsche

damgers are retained. & Quaife LS50 halps distribute the
axtra power accurataly, while Brembao fowr-pot brakes
at the front and GTa-spec items ak tha rear bring this
litkle track warrior to a stop comancingly.

The Yolk alloy whesls = which attracted so much
controversy before - hawe lost their gold finish for a
more manacing black, while thera's now a carbon fibre
axbansion to the resr wing. In fact, thare's all sorts of
little details on the car that hawve been added since tha
Last time wa drove it, proof that this has been a real
labaur of love project for the owmear over the past threa
years and 25000 miles.

it's the Autofarm car that | drive to Bruntingthonpe
for tha tast, and it's as gutsy as | remamber ik You
hava to gat the motor spinning mear 5,ocoarpm ko really
feal the mest of the powerband, buk that's not bo say
it's gutless belows that figure, just that it thrivas on
being revyed hard. What is odd is that the suspansion,
in particular the ride quality, seems much better
rasolved than before, despite Autofarm assuring us
that it ratzins the PASM dampars. Lumpy B rosds arae
nia lomger the head-nodding challenge | remamiber
them, and I'm therefore at a loss to explain why there's
the change: as the car is now, and with the benefit of
‘onby' 18" rims, it has a really nice pliancy. Mot only that,
but the suspension geometry set up makes this car
quite a bit keener to tum into a corner, while kaeping
all the friemdy attributes of the standard Cayman.

| reslly enjoy my drive up in the black car = | can see
why the ownier has had a blast with this car in recent
years, bacause it's loud and intense when you want it
to ba, bt it also retans much of the Cayman's
inharent usabdity. Stll, the moment | catch sight of tha
Farr car | know that, ina straight line at least, the 3.710s
going to have to give second best
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PARR TURBO CAYMAN

Wie covered the Turbo Cayman back in 2ooge Crawdey-
basad Farr Motorsport also offer this kit for the
Bowster as well which we've since reviewad, and
although this particular Cayman is onits second owner
bioth cars are still healthy.

It's inkerasting to listen to the thoughts of its current
owreer, whio has owned a series of supercars and
tradad cut of a Lamborghini Gallando to by the
Cayman Turbo. That's quite a mowve, and a tall order for
a modified £4o,000 car to live up to, but it sounds as if
the Cayman more than holds its own. The Lambo was
black with a manual ‘tox too, o our owner clearly has

_e_

MODIFIED CAYMAN GROUP TEST

turbochargar fed from a water-to-sir intercooler, whila
thare's also larger fuel injectors, 2 new intake planum,
ar filter, and sirbox plus modifications to the inlat
manifokd. Thare's also the vhiquitous Qusife 50,
kowered suspension on progressiverate Cargraphic
springs, and larger Cargraphic brakes (FParr is the LIK
mporker for the German turing howse),

Actuslly, there's a lok more detald changes to this car
than that, bt we haven't got the sic pages to Lay it
bare as we had back in 200g. Suffice to say, the key
event with this car happens at 3,000rpm: that's the
point when all of those 500 horsas bagin to wake up
and thi noise builds to a crescendo, The Parr car is

é6The Parr Turbo car 1s easlly the fastest thing
here today, emitting a brutal bark??

fina taste. But he rates the Cayman precisely because
it Feels raw. fast and, although he's struggling to put a
word toit.. & bit mnaughty, You see, when you tske a car
that's been designed to handle goobhp, and then give
it the best part of soobhp, it's going to feel a little bit
stretched. The Farr car isn't amn urruly beast, but it has
mara than encugh squirt to get you into plenty of
broubde, and compared to the four-whesl drive stability
of the Lambo, | can see what owr owner means whean
he says it sometimes faels ‘mareous’ in the comears.
Farr's work on the Cayman doesn't touch amy of the
engine's mtarnals, which given the perhaps shady
reputation of this engine for long term reliability might
S£AITI SUTPrising of waorm ying in equal meaasure,
Mevartheless, tha secrat lies in the low boost the
COMYETSIDN TUNs = just o.34 Bar = from a single

easiy the fastast thing here today, and it emits a
brutal bark while going abiouk its business. In fact, so
koud is it that the car is thrown off Bruntingthorpe
airfield for being too noisy.—

With g7olk ft at 4,500mpm the Par Cayman has a
completaly different character to that of & guy Turbo,
it has nothing like tha torque, instesd theiving on ravs
i fact it has a similar dalivery to the standsed car
excapt there's more povwear pust sbout everywhens.

Farr's suspension gecmetry changes, ke the
Autofarm car, make this Cayman a lot more aggressive
on burm in [t rolls bess, but s the keenest of all e cars
here to break traction at the resr, even withouk
mnitroducing much power. lust as the owner confirms, iF
you're mear the limit it does require you to be resdhy
with the comect steening inputs farly quickly.

Want to know that a

Capman chassks can really

handle? well add & turba
gnd clase on goobhg far
the answern Actusdly it
cantsins it well, oy

biacaming lease st the limit

911 & PORSCHE WORLD

57




154p0R21 L cgqep s PW Templats L5707

Alian Whittaker's track day
Caymen is mare strippad
aut and extrame than the
ather cars here. Engine k=
Hghtly tunad, but car
fagturas sn L5 and same
senipus Alcan brakes, ples
cags and exposad anging
far extra maisel
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MOTORDRIVE CAYMAN

Owr nexk car belongs to Motordnive seats propriakor
Alan whittaker, a man imwolved with the Cayman
community in the LK from tha beginning and owner of
ore of the very first cars into the country, His Arctic
Sibver & was purchased on the 1ath May zo05, and has
since recaivad a large number of modifications yet
retains its lghitly tuned 5.4-likre factory flak s

In addition to a healthy list of factory options, Alan's
car features a Custom Cages roll cage, a par of his
attractively timmed bucket seats, some enormous
Alcon brakes - sfismm front dscs, 345mm rears - with
Pagid Blue pads, a Quaife diff (that Alan was
rstrumental i bringing to the market for the Cayman),
extended sump kit to enhance the ol pick up undear
tigh koads and a huge list of cosmetic enhancements,
The engine has had the ECL remapped by the
American tuner Softronic, a Millkek exhaust and cats
fitted, while you can't hawe missed the giant GT3-style
rear wing.

Ferhaps it's unfair to drive the siver car having
blasted around the airfiald in the Autofarm and Farr
Caymans, because first impressions creelly expose the
relative lack of grunt a near-standsrd 3.4-litre engine

has. Actually, let me rephrase: the picture is a lot mare
complicated than that, becausa Alan's car is vary noisy
inside the cabin = it has mo sound deadenimg and carpet
awer the engine, just a transparent panel that lets you
see into the bay but allows 3 ot more noise throuwgh
and the Bruntingthorpe cincuit is very wide and fast. So
the Whittaker car makes s lot of noise but you're
quickly sware that it has nothing ke tha power of the
aforementioned pair, and the comparison is pertaps a
littHe Bit unfar. Mevertheless, what it doas have are the
miosk amaring brakes; the Alcons are vastly suparior ko
anmything else here and immedistely @ive you a huge
amount of confidence. They must be brilliant on a track
day, and their pedal feal is hugely resssuring.

Othear than that, the car drivas like a Cayman 5,
albait with Eibach springs and H&4R anti-oll bars
reducing bochy roll by & significant amount. Alan
recounts mamy & track day tale of renning rings around
supposedly faster machinery, and | can quite see whiy.
Ag anintaresting footnote, in testing a fiaw days latar
it was found that tha huge rear wing was having a
miassive effect on top speeds (around 3omph on a ome
mile straighit!], which may hawe contributed to the lack
of pace felt on tha day of our test.

5H
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RAMUS CAYMAN 3.8

The lzst car to take to Bruntinthorpe's wide enpanses
represents the engine swap route, Built by Famus
Parscha in West Bromwich, Mark Radfond's car began the
convearsion process as a Cak © wehicle after damage
uridernaath the car, thak included scalping the sump, bad
o 3 wrecked engine.

Ramus took a oy Camera S engine, fittad the Xsy
factory upgrade that includes new air intake and
cylinder haads, and placed it into the car, depping the
angne by 2omim in the procass so that the taller g7
engna would fit into the available space, To do this the
car raquirad nevw engine and gearbos mounts, snd
madification b the crossmembar, so it's not the
straightforaand swap you might imagne it to be. i this
state of turne, and with a BMC air filter amd an alteracd-to
fit Milltek exhaust with oo call cats, the 3.8-Hre angine
should be pood for at least the factory X1 figure of
Jeihp at 7,2o0rprm, although thes partcular car still
refpiras the mapping sorted bo make the most of the
madifications to the angre,

IFwdra 15 also o qor-style front ond, with .o much bowss
frank FU and o G 3 e extroe tor vank, plus thaie's a Ehrd
centrd racliator ordd & set of HER lowsnng springs

Ramus Parsche Dol
Cayman Iz & very different
srilmat With a 5.8-litre g4
engine fitted with the
factory X51 upgrads, it
spoirts 3Babhp. The effect
iz wary much smeall car, blg

This car is something of a sleeper. After the racket  engine, with sffartiess
of the other theee cars, the engine fives like any other  panformance and power
Cayman, slbeit with a slightly deeper note, and you'd  absolutely evenywhens

be hard pressad to identify that there was anything
ot of the oedinany sitting just over your shoubder, But
there is = and you quickly realise that this is a Cayman
RSl SEmpty PSS Ml el Do wiit for the revs to climb
before the actsn starts, the bag@er lungs on this
engine ansure that you're spat forward immeadiately,
befone it revs out commanCngly at the top and. | reckon
i CoLld b 3 Dat more apgressiee shill, but that's
probably pot a kot bo do with the unfinished mapping
to be honest. What it does show is that the Cayman
wWodkS feally recaldy wath the 3.0-bitre Mg7 - in fack,
ConiC W Ve cimen I, youl can® help fealing that all

L aymans sholld be S0 equapped, and you stal to

g credencs to Uhe Uheory that Porsche really
siould hinee not el Bac k with the Mgger enpines

m the Moy range.

i conmsa, Ui @lephant squsered mio Uhe poem on
s e avsanan 15 Uy oimessenn o a Copman wilh a G103
ongra, Mow thal readhy woald Be someling, and ey
oo s, Dt thesy e vy i Tod Thie pobd reason that
'S nol 2 aasy . The Mazper Gnging Lees s dnve
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from a different end of the block and re-engineerning it
ko fit is a complicated and expensive process. On top
of which, GT3 angines are hardly pesmuts to by sither.
Mevartheless, it's hard not to conclude that such a
madification would be the ultmate Cayman, and if
yourre a fan of the WL saries on the Mlrburgning and
remamizer the Alzen and M-Spead teams’ cars from a
few years ago you'll probably sgrea. If not, get on
YouTube and saarch tham out - they're worth seeing
ardd hearing.

o is there a winner T Well, like any test featuring
tuned cars - particularly those that are a labowr of love
for a specific individual = they each have their cwm
strengths and weaknesses, and the way the costs can
maunt up is frightening. Both the Autofarm and Parr
corneersions aran'l chesp Lo underake, with ths
engings alone cosbiog wsll over E1p,000, depending on
firal spes and bow much of e work you do yourselr,

developed car hera, the result of an owner and a
specialist honing a specific car for a job over a
considarabile pariod of time. There has bean things
tried on this car that hawve since besn taken off, purely
because it was felt they werent working as they
should or weren't required - that's the level of
commitment that has been shown hare, 4s far as a
fast road/track Cayman poes it's probably the most
sorted car here, and once again, while it's not bean a
cheap car to create, it's given its owner a lot of
enjoyment slong the way. Meverthelass, it seems the
time has come for the owner to part company with it,
50 if youre mterested in tsking on this rapid Litte
Porsche spesk to Autofaem for further details

That leaves the 3.80tre car, which might just ba the
best evaryday compromise of the ok IL smould hawvs
besn imleresting Lo drive Lhis car on the rosd, becauss
from the briaf laps conducted al the track it ssaermed

é6The Parr car amazes as much today as 1t did
two years ago with its wild edge??

Thes Molordrive car is a good example of whal can be
done withoul drastic changss, and its pace on ths
circuil shows thal you dont need to squsaze big power
oul of the angine b have o very st mid-snginad
Porsche. The specific modifications Lo this car do make
il an bl resy For evaryckay uss, but then the car is very
muach in treck diy mode al present

Thes Parr car amazes as much Boday as it did Dao
waars ago. L rsally is o sansationally exciting car to ses,
hiea and drive, with a wild sdge you won't find in amy
othar Cayrman, Can such an engine be raliable without
ary alterations to the intsemals? | still find it
incradulous whatl bas bessn achieved wilth this
comwersion, bull than again, hare wa are bwo yaoars Bler
ared s car is skl ;:[-:_:-irltg J,'I,rrlrlg. s ol & |'I'|-cr'-\.a|p
conversiaon, bull than mnone of the major alterations in
these cars are

The Autofarm 3.7 Tesls liks the mast highly

60 911 & PORSCHE WORLD

Lo bews the manners of a car oul of B G bony, which
givan the nalure of the componants Kind of makes
sense, Big capacily, naturally aspirabed parfoomanss
alverys appesals, and this comeersion shows why, A5 it
happans, iU aso oy for sale, 5o conbact Mark il
yol'e intaresbed in Baking it on,

Cir only real regrat is thal we weren® able io gel a
Cayrman B along a5 4 comparison in this best, Although
it weouldn'l have Bad the outrighl power Bo compela in
a straightline drag racs, given the cost of it and the
sosl of these comversions i woukd hive baan very
nleresting Lo compara them When these projects
ware slarted thara was no such thing as a Cayman
Gang, leb alons a Cayman R, For road driving at laast,
wolld our ormars have falt the sames nesd Lo modify?
It's hard o say, bul as the collsctive Mest of cars gals
dldder, tuned Caymans such as this group aee Boled 1o
becoms & more regular sighl, PW

CONTACTS

Adibalaris

wwnw, aba e sk
aystofarm built the Cayman 3.7
testad Fese, wsing tried and
tested Sisleeve technology
mitially developed for the g
B85 anging to cure crac
cylinder liners. Tha added
banus is an easy route to
capacity incraasas. This highly
derveloped car is now up far
sale so contact Autafarm if
wioul'ra inbanes tad

Parr Motorsport

W, AT OO L

Crawlay based Farr fitted the
Amrenican TPC Racing Turba ki
ta what is tha festest Cayman
i our test Thanks to the
Cayman Turbo's second cwnar
for bringing it slong

Ramus Porscha
WWW.TATALE fOrSE hacom

Az angine transplants go,
fitting & 5-8-litre g7 engine is
tha haly gral of Cayman tuning,
accapt for maybe & GT3 engine.
Kt's not guite a straight swap as
Bamus Porscha found out, but
& himvable with & bit of
thought. This cor is now for
sale. Contact oanar Hark
Badford on: o7Bog 459445

Maobordrlve Seatss Cayman
parts

wyww. matondrive.com
Wiokordrive's Alan ‘Whikkakar ic &
picreer of Cayman modifying
& tuning. Has developad LSD
with Qunife omd -nm:tnr-cﬂ:d ST
pan for track wock. Also offars
Hillbec exhaust systams, and
Alcon brakos kits




